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EAST ASIA 
CLEAN AIR CITIES

CORE ACTIVITIES
Asia Pacific Clean Air Week
19-23 March 2018

Held in Bangkok by UN Environment, 
Clean Air Week brought together 
government leaders, experts, private 
sector and civil society organizations 
to focus on solutions for better air 
quality in Asia Pacific. During the 
week, ICLEI East Asia co-organized 
Session 4 of the Asia-Pacific Clean Air 
Partnership (APCAP) Joint Forum to 
showcase “Inspiring action by local 
government and citizens for clean 
air”. Two key messages from the 
session were the need for longer 
term planning integrating air quality 
policy into comprehensive city plans 
and the importance of partnerships 
between local governments, business 
sectors and citizens to develop, fund, 
and implement air quality policies.

Beijing-Seoul Meeting
19 March 2018

In the third meeting of the Seoul-
Beijing Joint Committee, the two city 
mayors witnessed the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to promote environmental 
cooperation, particularly on clean 
air actions. The two cities agreed 
to strengthen their cooperation 
through holding Beijing-Seoul air 
quality forum on a regular basis, 

and forming a joint research team to 
develop pilot projects. ICLEI East Asia 
was invited to present the EACAC 
program at the joint workshop 
hosted following the meeting. 

Tokyo Forum for Clean 
City & Clear Sky
22-23 May 2018

Hosted by the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government, 22 cities adopted the 
Tokyo Declaration on Realization 
of Clean Cities & Clear Skies at the 
Tokyo Forum for Clean City & Clear 
Sky. The declaration, driven by 
the city’s “mottainai” (too precious 
to waste) spirit, underscores the 
importance of achieving cleaner 
cities and outlines specific pathways 
to this. It emphasizes for example, 
the adoption of promotion measures 
for zero-emission vehicles and the 
reduction of airborne pollutants like 
PM2.5 in participating cities. 

EACAC cities Ulaanbaatar, Beijing, and Jinan represent local governments 
at the APCAP Joint Forum in Bangkok.  © ICLEI East Asia

Beijing and Seoul to enhance environmental 
cooperation © ICLEI East Asia

EACAC city delegates participated in training on co-
benefits of air pollution and climate change by IGES 
and Clean Air Asia © ICLEI East Asia
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EACAC CITY SPOTLIGHT: SHENZHEN

emissions”. The EACAC program was 
given as an example in ICLEI’s keynote 
to demonstrate city cooperation 
and accelerating of action, especially 
through peer-to-peer learning as 
cities constantly benchmark each 
other ’s per formances. Policy-
sharing also took place by EACAC 
capital cities Beijing, Seoul, Tokyo, 
and Ulaanbaatar, highlighting the 

Ulaanbaatar Northeast 
Asia Mayors Forum
18-19 June 2018

Over 300 participants, including 
mayors from 6 countries and 18 cities 
from Northeast Asia, gathered in 
Ulaanbaatar to discuss “Low carbon 
city development: improving air 
quality and reducing greenhouse gas 

structured measures and step-by-
step introduction of programs to 
achieving clean air in their cities. 

Beijing International 
Forum on Metropolitan 
Clean Air Actions 2018
5-6 July 2018

Experts and representatives from 
international organisations, metropolis 
environmental authorities, and 
petrochemical enterprises were 
invited by the Beijing Municipal 
Environmental Protection Bureau to 
share their experiences on air quality 
control. The 2-day forum involved 
sharing of current and future city 
plans for improving air quality, a 
technical session focused on Volatile 
Organic Compounds (VOCs) pollution 
mitigation, and a visit to Beijing’s air 
quality monitoring system.

From village to metropolis
Shenzhen has come a long way 
from being a rural village with only 
30,000 inhabitants in 1980. Since 
becoming China’s first Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ), its population 
has ballooned to 12 million, with 
a GDP that surpasses both Hong 
Kong and Singapore.

However, this rapid industrial 
development was accompanied by 
serious air pollution. In 2004, there 
were no clear skies for more than 
half the year, with 187 days of haze.

From Smog to Clear Skies
Thanks to efforts by national 
and local authorities to curb air 
pollution, the number of smog days 
dropped to 27 in 2016. Stricter 
regulations and the promotion of 
green alternatives placed Shenzhen 

in the top 6 cities with the best air 
quality in China as of May 2018.

Controlling the Industries
By phasing out outdated and 
environmentally harmful industrial 
practices, promoting alternatives 
to coal, and tightening monitoring 
mechanisms, Shenzhen managed 
to significantly reduce pollution 
from its heavy industries.

The Electric Fleet
In 2017, Shenzhen transitioned its 
entire bus fleet to electric models, 
totalling 16,359 buses. It plans to do 
the same for its 17,000 taxis next, 
further reducing vehicle emissions.

Climate Co-Benefits
While Shenzhen’s actions to 
improve air quality simultaneously 

Kihyun Kim, Director for International Relations Division of the Seoul Metropolitan Government, 
presented air quality measurements in the city © Northeast Asian Mayors’ Forum

reduces carbon emissions, the city 
is also eliminating Ozone Depleting 
Substances, protecting the Ozone 
layer and helping in the fight against 
climate change by eliminating these 
strong greenhouse gases.

Shenzhen © china.org.cn


